
 2018 Baseball Local League Rules

General
1. The goal and objective of the league shall be to provide enjoyment in the game of Baseball.  Good sportsmanship and the basic fundamentals should be stressed by all coaches.
2. There will be no unsportsmanlike conduct or profanity tolerated on the field or dugout. (Penalty: Ejection from the game.)
3. All head coaches shall have a NAYS certification.
4. No player shall be a dropped from team. All players assigned to the team will stay on that team unless removed by the district officers or the parent removes the child for personal reasons. 
5. There will be no use of any tobacco products by a coach during games or practices.
6. Current year Dixie Baseball, Inc. Rules and Regulations will apply in any situation in which Local League Rules do not either speak to a Local League option or provide direction otherwise.
7. In the case teams finish with identical records, head to head competition during the regular season will determine the champion.  If the two teams split during the regular season, there will be a play-off game.  Coin flip for home team.  This game shall be played out, regardless of score or inning and no time limit.
8. All games for all divisions shall be on a one hour and thirty-minute time limit with no new inning to be played after one hour and twenty minutes. When a game reaches the time limit the current inning shall be completed and no new inning shall begin. 
9. An official game shall be when both teams have completed six innings, the time limit has been met or the run rules has been satisfied. Whichever may occur first shall be an official game of record. 
10.  All 2 5/8” bats and 2 1/4” bats must meet new performance standards established by USA Baseball. All non-wood bats and multi-piece wood bats must

be stamped with the USA Baseball mark signifying that the bat meets the bat

performance standard established by USA Baseball. USA Baseball is the national

governing body of amateur baseball in the United States. Solid wood bats made

from a single piece of wood do not require the USA Baseball stamp. FOR THE 2018 SEASON ALL LEGAL BATS FROM 2017 ARE LEGAL FOR IN HOUSE PLAY ONLY!! HOWEVER, USA BATS ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENED. 
11.  The offensive team shall station two base coaches on the field during its

time at bat, one near first base and one near third base. Base coaches shall remain

within the base coaches’ boxes at all times and talk to members of their own team

only. An offending base coach shall be removed from base coach’s box.

(b) Base coaches on the baselines shall be:

(1) Two (2) eligible players in uniform wearing protective helmets, or

(2) One (1) eligible player in uniform wearing a protective helmet and one (1)

adult team manager or team coach presenting a neat appearance including shirt,

pants and shoes. (No metal or removable cleats are allowed), or

(3) Two (2) adult team manager or coaches presenting a neat appearance,

including shirt, pants and shoes. (No metal or removable cleats are allowed.)
Player/Participant Safety

1. Batting helmets must be worn by all batter, on-deck batters, base runners and players/youth base coaches.
2. Players may not remove helmets while at bat, while running bases, or before they have returned completely inside of their team’s dugout.  Penalty for removal of helmet intentionally while on the playing field shall be a warning (first offense).  For each subsequent offense of this rule, player will be called out.
3. Batters may not sling the bat. Penalty shall be a warning (first offense).  For each subsequent offense of this rule, Batter will be declared ‘OUT’. 
4. The on-deck batter shall always be in the batter’s circle behind the batter regardless of the dugout location.
5. Players on the field or in the dugout area shall not wear jewelry of any

kind. This includes bracelets, necklaces and piercings of any kind.

EXCEPTION: Players may wear breakaway sports necklaces. Medical or religious

tags or medallions may be worn and secured by tape if deemed necessary by the

umpire-in-chief.

6. Catchers of all divisions must wear a protective cup 
7. Catchers or any player warming up a pitcher must wear a catcher’s mask complete with helmet.  
Playing Rules General (All age groups)

1. Teams of all division may start and end a game with eight players. If at any point of the game the team falls below eight players the team will take a forfeit for that game. 

2. All teams must have a catcher whether they start with 8, 9 or 10 players.

3. There will be a 10 minute “grace period” ONLY on the first game of the night on weeknight(Monday-Friday) games. The grace period shall apply to all weekend games.
4. There will be no infield practice before or between games. 
5. There is NO limit on the number of fouls a batter may hit.
6. The batting order will NOT change during a game.  Players may be switched on defense and in certain defensive positions at any time.
7. If there are 2 outs and the catcher is on base, a courtesy runner shall be put in the game for the catcher. The courtesy runner is to be the player with the last out.
8. An Intentional Base on Balls may be given by the defensive team by having its catcher request the umpire to award the batter first base. The request may be made before pitching to the batter or on any ball and strike count. The ball shall be declared dead before making the award. (THIS RULE DOESN’T APPLY TO COACH PITCH)
9. A game shall be considered a regulation game when a team is ahead by fifteen (15) runs after both teams have batted three times, or in the case of the home team when it is leading, two times and all batters have batted at least once. Pitchers shall only be charged for innings actually pitched.
10.   A game shall be considered a regulation game when a team is ahead by ten (10) runs after both teams have batted four times, or in the case of the home team when it is leading, three times and all batters have batted at least once.
Coach Pitch

1. The adult coach pitcher of the offensive team shall pitch to the batters and

he shall throw overhand from standing position.

2.  The coach pitcher must pitch from within the designated pitching circle with the

coach pitcher’s feet remaining in the designated pitching circle until the pitch is released.

NOTE: Coach pitcher does not have to pitch from the pitching rubber or half-way mark in the

pitching circle. If one foot is within the circle and any part of the other foot is in contact with

the chalk or paint outlining the circle when the pitch is released the coach will be considered

in the circle. PENALTY: If the coach pitcher does not remain in the circle, a violation shall be

called by the umpire with the defensive team having the option of taking the play or a no pitch.

3. The coach pitcher shall exit the playing field behind the runner or away from any

play on the field when the ball is hit into fair play to avoid interference. PENALTY: If the umpire determines interference on the coach pitcher, the batter shall be declared out and all runners shall return to the base occupied at the time of the pitch. The coach pitcher shall be warned and a second occurrence in the game shall result in the removal of the coach pitcher from the mound to the dugout for the remainder of the game.
4. If the coach pitcher is hit by the ball, it is a dead ball and will be declared

a no pitch.

5.  The coach pitcher may coach or position the batter only, prior to the

delivery of a pitch. He/she cannot coach the runners. PENALTY: A warning will be

given for first offense and he/she will be removed from the mound to the dugout for the

remainder of the game on the second offense.
   6. Only the HEAD COACH shall represent or speak for the team.

   7.  The player pitcher is required to wear a batting helmet with a face guard

while playing this position.

8.  The infield fly rule is NOT applicable.

9.  Bunting is NOT allowed.
10. Base stealing is NOT allowed

11. No intentional walks will be allowed
12. The batter will be allowed five (5) pitches or three (3) strikes. The batter

will be called out after the fifth (5th) pitch unless the fifth pitch is a foul ball. A foul

on the last pitch shall not count unless a foul fly is caught in the air; then the batter is

declared out.
13. Offensive participation requirement. All players will bat in a continuous

batting order. At the start of the game, all available players on each team

roster will be listed in the starting offensive batting line up and bat in this order for

the entire game.
14. Defensive participation requirement - Each player must play three consecutive outs in the field.

 15.  FREE SUBSTITUTION ON DEFENSE 

AAA (10U)
1. Bats- The barrel of all aluminum, metal alloy, composite, multi-piece wood bats or single-piece wood bats shall not exceed 2 5/8” inches in diameter nor exceed 33” inches in length

2. A pitcher shall not throw more than 75 pitches in a game or in a calendar day. Exception: If the pitcher reaches the daily pitch count limit while facing a batter, he may continue to pitch until the batter reaches base safely or is put out.
3. Required REST- 1-30 Pitches-No Rest, 31-45 Pitches-1 Day, 46-65-2 Days, 66+-3 Days

4. At the start of the game, all available players on each team roster will be listed

in the starting offensive batting lineup and bat in this order until all have completed one

turn at bat. After all players in the initial batting lineup have batted once, the official

offensive lineup will revert to the first nine players listed in the original batting lineup

for the remainder of the game. The players not listed in first nine batting positions will

become official substitutes and will be eligible to return to the official batting lineup in

one of the first nine offensive batting lineup positions at any time.
5.  If a player arrives after the batting order has been submitted but before the

initial time through the batting order has been completed, the player must be added

to the end of the batting order.
6. FREE SUBSTITUTION ON DEFENSE
Majors(12u) 
1.
Bats- The barrel of all aluminum, metal alloy, composite, multi-piece wood bats or single-piece wood bats shall not exceed 2 5/8” inches in diameter nor exceed 33” inches in length

2.
A pitcher shall not throw more than 85 pitches in a game or in a calendar day. Exception: If the pitcher reaches the daily pitch count limit while facing a batter, he may continue to pitch until the batter reaches base safely or is put out.

3.
Required REST- 1-30 Pitches-No Rest, 31-45 Pitches-1 Day, 46-65-2 Days, 66+-3 Days
4.
At the start of the game, all available players on each team roster will be listed

in the starting offensive batting lineup and bat in this order until all have completed one

turn at bat. After all players in the initial batting lineup have batted once, the official

offensive lineup will revert to the first nine players listed in the original batting lineup

for the remainder of the game. The players not listed in first nine batting positions will

become official substitutes and will be eligible to return to the official batting lineup in

one of the first nine offensive batting lineup positions at any time.
5.
 If a player arrives after the batting order has been submitted but before the

initial time through the batting order has been completed, the player must be added

to the end of the batting order.
6.
FREE SUBSTITUTION ON DEFENSE

